
Taken in 1945, this is a photo of some of the men of the USAAF’s elite 509th 

Composite Group. They had been trained for a secret mission that few would 

understand until it was completed.  Their objective:  

To end the Second World War!



In the early morning hours of August 9, 1945, three B-29 Superfortresses depart-
ed North Field, Tinian, headed for the already smoldering Japanese Empire. Eight 
hours later, the unsuspecting city of Nagasaki lay in ruin following the second and 
last atomic attack of World War II.

Three days earlier, Colonel Paul Tibbets had flown the B-29 “Enola Gay” into 
the history books when he successfully delivered the first atomic weapon used in 
warfare on Hiroshima, Japan. The top-secret mission had been a complete success. 
Everything went perfectly. Tibbets and his crew returned to Tinian and received a 

heroes’ welcome.

History has shed little light on the details 
of the second atomic mission which was 
fraught with mishaps that began before 
the takeoff of the lead plane, “Bock’s 
Car”. As fate would have it, the culmina-
tion of these difficulties would ultimately 
spare their original target from destruc-
tion and forever doom the second.

Upon returning to Tinian, the com-
mander of Bock’s Car, Major, Charles Sweeney, was reprimanded and threatened 
with courts-martial for his role in the nearly botched attack. The mission specialist, 
Naval Commander, Frederick Ashworth would later say, “we had gotten ourselves 
into a mess … things went so wrong!”

On August 15, 1945, Japan “uncon-
ditionally surrendered” to the allies, 
thus ending the largest conflict in his-
tory. With the war now over, there was 

little to be gained by prosecuting the participants of the Nagasaki mission and 
their story has become a footnote in the dawning of the atomic age, until now…

More than 70 years have passed since the two atomic missions helped bring the 
second world war to a close. All of the major participants are now gone and their 
stories have been recorded for posterity. Many of the details remain classified to 
this day.

We propose to tell the untold story of the bomb that ended the war using both 
HD archival film footage, original photographs and most importantly, contem-
porary interviews with scholars and military historians’ familiar with the mission 
details. In so doing, we hope to create a comprehensive film that future histori-
ans will look to when studying the story of “The Last Atomic Bomb.”

Mark Natola
Historian / Producer



The Army and Navy crew who delivered the Last Bomb to Nagasaki



Questions Still Unanswered, 70 Years Later

Why did Bock’s Car not drop the second atomic bomb on the original, 
designated target?

How was Major Sweeney, the aircraft commander, considered the most 
qualified pilot to lead the second atomic mission?

How did it happen that a Naval Commander, Frederick Ashworth, was 
responsible for the atomic weapon while Major Sweeney was responsible for 
the aircraft? Did this decision lead to a conflict in the cockpit?

Why did the complete crews of the B-29 “Bock’s Car” and “The Great Artiste” 
switch planes immediately before the mission?

Why was the 509 th Group Operations Officer, Major James Hopkins, chosen 
to fly the third plane responsible for photographing the atomic explosion?

What prompted an angry exchange between Major’s Sweeney and Hopkins 
prior to the mission, and how did it affect the subsequent operation?

Why was the flight engineer of Bock’s Car unable to access more than 640 
gallons of gasoline from the reserve tank and how did that ultimately affect 
the mission?

For what reason did General Curtis LeMay attempt to prevent two 
representatives of the British government from flying aboard the photographic 
plane during the atomic missions?

Why was the only man capable of operating the camera removed from the 
observation plane prior to take off?

For what purpose did the strike aircraft fly individually to the rendezvous 
during a severe storm, rather than as a group?

What happened at the rendezvous that severely jeopardized the second 
mission?

Why were the explicit orders given by General Hap Arnold as to how the 
atomic bomb was to be dropped disobeyed at Nagasaki?
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